FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

In the case of Spain, just as in that of the Czechoslovakian crisis
in September 1938, it was against all reason that the choice
should be between surrender and war. A firm policy could have
avoided both. The Spanish Munich was as unnecessary as the
other. The Spanish Munich did not assume the theatrical form
of the celebrated conference in the birthplace of National
Socialism (the choice of which, as meeting-place, must have
given Chamberlain and Daladier food for thought), but the
principle of capitulation was the same. The London Committee
was the equivalent of Munich. It was the finest example of the
art of handing victims over to the aggressor States, while pre-
serving the perfect manners of a gentleman and at the same time
giving the impression that peace is the one objective and
consideration.

It was not only the Governments of the great democracies who
failed to understand that the loss of Republican Spain would mean
a crushing defeat for the cause of democracy. In these countries
it was democracy itself which failed to impose its point of view
on the Governments.

In Great Britain, France and the United States, the majority
of public opinion strongly supported the loyalist cause. The
evolution of British public opinion is particularly interesting. In
the course of the war a number of British delegations visited
loyalist Spain. The Spanish Government opened its doors to
all, and the more Conservative our guests the more interest did
their visits hold for us. Among others I will quote here the case
of Field-Marshal Sir Philip Chetwode, President of the British
Commission for the Exchange of Prisoners and Hostages in
Spain. In spite of his delightful courtesy, Sir Philip, on his
arrival in Barcelona, had difficulty in hiding from us how pro-
foundly he had been affected by anti-Republican propaganda.
-. Our first interview in the Spanish Foreign Office, and his sub-
sequent conversation with the Prime Minister, Dr. Negrfn, must
have been a great surprise for the famous general. He found the
Spanish Government not only filled with a spirit of human
generosity, but also resolved to suspend all death sentences on
enemies of the regime during the period of negotiations. It was a